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YOJANA January 2026: THE REPUBLIC

TOPIC 1: PEOPLE — FROM PASSIVE
BENEFICIARY TO ACTIVE CITIZENS

Participatory Democracy, Local Self-Governance,
Women’s Self-Help Groups (SHGs), FPOs
& Grassroots Empowerment (By Dr. Rajesh
Tandon, Founder-President, PRIA, New Delhi)

PARTICIPATORY VISION: “Ouver the course
of India’s post-Independence development journey, a
profound shift has taken place from citizens framed
as passive beneficiaries of state-led welfare to citizens
recognised as active agents, co-creators, and stewards of
development. Active citizens, empowered communities,
and responsive local governments form the foundation of
this vision.” — Dr. Rajesh Tandon

1. Executive Summary & Historical Evolution

In the January 2026 Republic edition of Yojana,
the opening feature titled ‘From Passive
Beneficiary to Active Citizens” is authored
by Dr. Rajesh Tandon, Founder-President of
Participatory Research in Asia (PRIA), New
Delhi, and Co-Chair of the UNESCO Chair
in Community-Based Research. The treatise

provides an analytical assessment of India’s
post-Independence development trajectory.

Dr. Tandon elucidates that early centralized five-
year planning models were indispensable for
immediate post-independence nation-building,
focusing on industrialization and infrastructure.
However, this top-down approach inadvertently
fostered public dependency while overlooking
invaluable local knowledge . By the late 1960s
and 1970s, sustainability challenges prompted
alternative community-led traditions influenced
by Mahatma Gandhi and Paulo Freire. The essay
chronicles the subsequent institutional evolution
toward active citizenship via constitutional
decentralization (73rd and 74th Amendments)
and women-led livelihood collectives (SHGs
and FPOs).

2. Key Epochs
Evolution

in India’s Participatory

I. The Centralized Planning Phase (Post-
Independence to 1970s)

* State-Led Industrialization: Early
plans placed the state at the center of
development, positioning citizens as
recipients of state-led welfare schemes.

¢ Structural Limitations: Top-down expertise
frequently resulted in resource inefficiencies
and a lack of local ownership.

II. Early Phase of Participatory Development
(Mid-1980s to Early 1990s)

* Natural Resource Management: The mid-
1980s marked a policy turning point under
the Ministry of Environment & Forests and
Ministry of Rural Development

Institutionalizing Committees: Initiatives
like Social Forestry (1976), Joint Forest
Management (1990), watershed programs
(IWDP, 1989), and the District Primary
Education = Programme (DPEP,  1994)
established Village Forest Committees, user
groups, and School Management Committees.

ITI. Constitutional Decentralization: 73rd and
74th Amendments (1992-93)

* Statutory Local Governance: Affirmed
Panchayati Raj Institutions (PRIs) and Urban
Local Bodies (ULBs) as constitutional bodies
responsible for local development planning

Direct Citizen Participation: Gram Sabhas,
ward committees, and district planning
committees provided statutory mechanisms
for citizens to directly influence resource
allocation.

IV. Scaling Women’s Collectives & Livelihood
Institutions (Late 1990s Onward)

* Self-Help Group (SHG) Revolution:
Formalized women-led financial and social

collectives through programs like SJGSY
(1999) and DAY-NRLM.

Agricultural Collectives: The rise of Farmer
Producer Organisations (FPOs) strengthened
smallholder bargaining power and collective
economic citizenship.

GramPanchayat Development Plan (GPDP):
Mandated since 2015, GPDP requires annual
village plans to be built through participatory
Gram Sabha deliberations.

3. Confronting Power Hierarchies and Social
Injustice

Dr. Tandon argues that community engagement
is never a purely technical exercise; spaces like
Gram Sabhas and standing committees are
arenas of political contestation structured by
caste, class, and patriarchy.
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* Gender Dynamics: Physical presence in
a participatory forum does not guarantee
voice. Entrenched patriarchal norms often
sideline women unless intentional leadership
development and safe, women-led platforms
(such as SHG federations and Mahila
Mandals) are fostered.

enabling historically marginalized groups (SC
representatives, tribal youth, and women) to
influence public systems.

4. Analytical Matrix: Evolution of India’s
Participatory Paradigm

The table below synthesizes the developmental
phases, institutional vehicles, and core outcomes
defining India’s participatory evolution:

Social Justice Vector: True decentralization
acts as a vehicle for political empowerment,

Developmental Phase

Primary Focus /
Approach

Institutional Vehicle

Core Developmental
Outcome

Centralized Planning

State-led
industrialization and
mega-infrastructure.

Central Five-Year
Plans.

Rapid nation-building,
but fostered public
dependency.

Early Participation
(1980s)

Natural resource
management and
primary education.

Village Forest
& Education
Committees, DPEP.

Initial recognition of
local communities
as developmental

partners.

Constitutional
Decentralization

Statutory local self-
governance.

73rd & 74th
Constitutional
Amendments (PRIs &
ULBs).

Institutionalized
Gram Sabhas and
decentralized resource
planning.

Livelihood &
Collectives

Women empowerment
& smallholder

Self-Help Groups
(SHGs), FPOs, and

Economic resilience,
bargaining power, and

agricultural GPDP.

aggregation.

grassroots political
voice.
* Active Citizenship: Citizenship is not merely
a passive legal identity defined by voting

rights, but a lived experience anchored in
voice, public recognition, and everyday

engagement with governance systems.
MAINS GOVERNANCE PERSPECTIVE: “As

India continues to grapple with complex developmental
challenges ranging from climate change to urbanization,
participatory democracy offers a pathway towards
inclusive, accountable, and sustainable development.
Active citizens, empowered communities, and responsive
local governments form the foundation of this vision.” —
Dr. Rajesh Tandon

5. Civil Services Examination Focus (GS
Paper II & Essay)

For candidates preparing for UPSC Civil Services
and State Public Service examinations, this
analysis provides high-yield policy substance
across governance and essay papers:

General
Panchayati

Relevance for
IT (Governance,
Decentralization)

Studies Paper
Raj &

® Deepening Grassroots Democracy: The
transition from representative democracy to
participatory democracy requires functional
empowerment of Gram Sabhas and local
bodies, ensuring that development plans are
built bottom-up rather than imposed top-
down .

Role of Civil Society & Collectives: SHGs
and FPOs demonstrate that social capital is
a powerful catalyst for financial inclusion,
gender equality, and rural economic resilience.

TOPIC 2: PARTICIPATION — GENDER
BUDGETING & LEGISLATIVE MEA-
SURES FOR SOCIAL EQUALITY

Constitutional Frameworks, New Labour
Codes, Gender Budget Statement (2025-26) &
Statistical Progress in Women’s Empowerment
(By Dr. Ishita Ganguli Tripathy, Joint Secretary
& Additional Financial Adviser, Ministry of
Defence, Govt. of India)

Relevance for Essay Paper (Democratic Values
& Citizen Agency)
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GENDER EQUALITY VISION: “India is
the fourth-largest economy in the world. Economic
development and social equality are inextricably linked.
Democracy establishes the tone for gender equality, as
both are deeply interconnected. Achieving Viksit Bharat
by 2047 is impossible without the active contribution of
the country’s 700 million women.” — Dr. Ishita Ganguli
Tripathy

1. Executive Summary & Socio-Economic
Context

In the January 2026 Republic edition of Yojana,
the second feature titled ‘Gender Budgeting
& Legislative Measures for Social Equality” is
authored by Dr. Ishita Ganguli Tripathy, Joint
Secretary and Additional Financial Adviser in
the Ministry of Defence, Government of India.
The paper provides a rigorous empirical and
constitutional assessment of India’s multi-
decadal trajectory toward gender inclusivity.

Dr. Tripathy highlights that India stands as the
world’s  fourth-largest economy, registering
a GDP growth rate of 6.5 per cent in 2024-25.
This impressive macroeconomic expansion
is fundamentally underpinned by the active
contribution of India’s 0.7 billion (700 million)
women. Economic development and social
equality are inextricably linked. Measurable
enhancements in school enrollments,
maternal health, labor force participation,
entrepreneurship, and political representation
reflect the government’s resolute commitment
to building a just and equitable republic.

2. Constitutional Safeguards & Enabling
Legislation

Constitutional Commitments to Affirmative
Action

Unlike many Western democracies that granted
adult suffrage to women decades after universal
male franchise, India embraced universal adult
suffrage at the very inception of its republic. The
Constitution of India embeds robust affirmative
action guarantees across multiple provisions:

* Article 14: Right to Equality before the law.

* Article 15: Prohibition of discrimination on
grounds of religion, race, caste, sex, or place
of birth.

Article 16: Equality of opportunity in public
employment.

Article 21: Protection of life and personal
liberty.
Articles 23 & 39: Prohibition of human
trafficking and forced labor, alongside
securing adequate means of livelihood and
equal pay for equal work.
Article 51A(e): Fundamental duty to renounce
practices derogatory to the dignity of women.
Article 243: Statutory reservation of seats
for women in Panchayats and Urban Local
Bodies.

Landmark Legislative Measures

* 73rd and 74th Constitutional Amendments
(1992-93): Mandated a minimum 33%
reservation for women in rural and urban

local government bodies.

Nari Shakti Vandan Adhiniyam (106th
Constitutional Amendment, 2023): Historic
legislation reserving one-third of all seats for
women in the Lok Sabha, State Legislative
Assemblies, and the Delhi Legislative
Assembly.
Workplace
Harassment

Sexual
Workplace

Protection: The
of Women at

(Prevention, Prohibition and Redressal) Act,
2013, reinforced by the revamped SHe-Box
portal launched in 2024 for online grievance

redressal.

Four New Labour Codes (Effective Nov
21, 2025): Amalgamating 29 legacy labor
laws into four codes—the Code on Wages
2019, Industrial Relations Code 2020, Social
Security Code 2020, and Occupational Safety,
Health and Working Conditions Code 2020—
reducing regulatory multiplicity, enhancing
formalization, and guaranteeing equal
employment opportunities for women.

3. Gender Budgeting: Ramping Up Fiscal
Resources

Architecture of the Gender Budget Statement
Empowering women is not merely a matter of
legal rights, but a critical driver of economic and
social progress. Published alongside the Union
Budget, the Gender Budget Statement (GBS)
comprises three distinct components:
¢ Part A: Schemes with 100% direct allocations
for women and girls (enlisting 61 schemes in
Budget 2025-26).

Part B: Schemes allocating 30% to 99% of their
outlays for women and girls.

Part C: Schemes allocating up to 30% of their
outlays for women.
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Fiscal Expansion in Budget 2025-26

The Gender Budget Estimates for 2025-26 stand
at %4,49,028.68 crore—representing a 19 per cent
increase over the Revised Estimates of 2024-25.
Crucially, Gender Budgeting as a percentage
of total central government expenditure rose
from 6.8% in 2024-25 to **8.9% in 2025-26**.
NITI Aayog’s Output-Outcome Monitoring
Framework ensures transparency, strict

accountability, and real-time tracking across
ministries.

4. Quantitative Progress in Women'’s
Empowerment (Comparative Table)

The empirical indicators below demonstrate
substantial long-term gains across health,
education, labor participation, and political
representation:

Socio-Economic Parameter

Earlier Baseline Period

Recent Period Baseline

Female Life Expectancy at
Birth (years)

70.0 (2011-15)

72.7 (2021-25%)

Sex Ratio (Females per 1,000
males)

943 (2011)

948 (2025%)

Maternal Mortality Ratio
(MMR - per lakh live births)

167 (2011-13)

97 (2018-20)

Female Literacy Rate (%)

64.6% (2011)

70.3% (2017)

Female Labour Force
Participation Rate (FLFPR - %)

23.3% (2017-18)

41.7% (2023-24)

Women-Owned MSME
Enterprises

4.86 lakh (Apr 2021)

2.49 crore (Oct 2025)

Female Voter Turnout (% of
total electors)

55.8% (2009)

65.8% (2024)

Women Elected to Lok Sabha
(Count)

59 MPs (2009)

74 MPs (2024)

5. Civil Services Examination Focus (GS
Paper II, III & Essay)

For aspirants preparing for UPSC Civil Services
and State Public Service examinations, this
analysis delivers critical high-yield substance
across governance and economy papers:

Relevance for General Studies Paper II (Welfare
Schemes, Gender Budgeting & Social Equality)

¢ Fiscal Architecture of Gender Budgeting: GBS
is not mere accounting tokenism; it serves as
a powerful instrument of policy evaluation,
ensuring that public expenditure translates
into measurable health, educational, and
economic outcomes for women
Statutory Safeguards and Justice Delivery:
Comprehensive legal frameworks—spanning
the new Labour Codes, the Protection of
Women from Domestic Violence Act, and the
Nari Shakti Vandan Adhiniyam—provide
institutional armor against structural gender
discrimination.

Relevance for General Studies Paper III &

Essay (Inclusive Growth & Female Labour

Force Participation)

¢ Unlocking Demographic Potential: The surge
in FLFPR from 23.3% to 41.7% demonstrates

that targeted skilling, digital financial
inclusion, and micro-entrepreneurship are
pivotal in integrating women into the formal
economic mainstream.

MAINS SOCIAL JUSTICE PERSPECTIVE:

“For India to emerge as a developed nation (Viksit

Bharat) by 2047, it is imperative that during Amrit
Kaal (2025-2047), women are socially, economically, and
politically empowered, shattering systemic stereotypes and
establishing a true republic of equals.” — Civil Services
Mains Social Justice Synthesis

TOPIC 3: EMPOWERMENT — PARA-
DIGM SHIFT: WOMEN-LED DEVELOP-
MENT

Transition from Women’s Development to
Women-Led Development, Startups, Higher
Education, Civil Services, Civil Aviation &
Grassroots Leadership (By Sameera Saurabh,
Indian Economic Service Officer & Advisor,
Govt. of India)
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EMPOWERMENT VISION: “Under the Viksit
Bharat 2047 mission, the transition from women’s
development to women-led development presents a critical
shift towards a more inclusive and transformative approach
to gender equality. India’s development journey is closely
interlinked with the empowerment of its women.” —
Sameera Saurabh

1. Executive Summary & The Paradigm Shift

In the January 2026 Republic edition of Yojana,
the third feature titled ‘Paradigm Shift: Women-
Led Development’ is authored by Sameera
Saurabh, an Indian Economic Service (IES)
officer and Advisor to the Government of India.
The treatise provides an empirical and analytical
assessment of India’s strategic transition from
traditional ‘women’s welfare’ to transformative
‘women-led development’.

The author emphasizes that India’s journey
toward Viksit Bharat by 2047 is inextricably
bound to the empowerment of its female
population.  Crystallized globally during
India’s G20 Presidency in 2023, ‘Nari Shakti’
has emerged as a central pillar of state policy.
Citing IMF estimates that boosting female
labor force participation by 5.8% can elevate
emerging market GDP by 8%, the essay details
how targeted interventions in education, startup
ecosystems, civil services, and local governance
are turning women into primary economic
drivers and decision-makers.

2. Pathways to Women-Led Development &
Early Education

Women-led development is realized through

two mutually reinforcing pathways:

1. Expanding Employment Opportunities:
Integrating women into formal and informal
economic sectors through skill enhancement
and financial independence.

. Promoting Enterprise Development:
Encouraging  female  entrepreneurship,
startup creation, and leadership in corporate
and public spheres.

Foundational Literacy and School Enrollment

The National Education Policy (NEP) 2020

guarantees universal foundational literacy and

prioritizes girls” education. Campaigns like ‘Beti

Bachao, Beti Padhao” (2015), conditional cash

transfers, mid-day meals, and secondary school

scholarships have normalized schooling for girls,
with female gross enrollment ratios matching or
exceeding boys in numerous regions.

3. Breakthroughs Across Strategic Sectors

I. Startup Ecosystem & Entrepreneurship

As of October 31, 2025, the Department for
Promotion of Industry and Internal Trade
(DPIIT) has recognized over 1.97 lakh startups.
Of these, 95,316 startups (approximately 48%)
feature at least one-woman director or partner.
Furthermore, women own 39.2% of all bank
accounts in India (rising to 42.2% in rural areas),
while Demat accounts surged fourfold from
33.26 million (March 2021) to 143.02 million
(November 2024), indicating surging retail stock
market participation.

II. Civil Services, Higher Education & Civil
Aviation

e (Civil Services Examination: = Women
constituted more than one-third (34.3%)
of all recommended candidates in recent
UPSC Civil Services Examinations, reflecting
profound structural shifts across bureaucratic
echelons from the IAS to state civil services
and judiciary.

Higher Education & IITs/IIMs: Female
enrollment in higher education reached 2.07
crore (~50% of the 4.33 crore total) in 2021-22.
Following the introduction of supernumerary
seats for women in IITs in 2018, most
campuses successfully met the 20% female
representation mandate.

Civil Aviation: Breaking traditional barriers,
out of India’s 11,775 pilots, 1,767 are female
(approx. 15%) , far exceeding the global
industry average of 5 to 6 percent.

II1. Grassroots Governance & Panchayati Raj

According to the Ministry of Panchayati Raj
(2024), approximately 46.94% of all Panchayati
Raj representatives are women, showcasing a
massive leap in grassroots leadership. With one-
third of Panchayat seats statutorily reserved
since the 1990s (and expanded to 50% in states
like Bihar, Maharashtra, and Jharkhand), nearly
1.3 million of India’s 3.1 million elected local
officials are women. Studies confirm that female
sarpanches prioritize public investments in
drinking water and education, while inspiring
higher educational aspirations among village
girls.
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4. Analytical Matrix: Women-Led Development Indicators & Metrics

The table below synthesizes key quantitative indicators and sector-specific milestones driving

India’s women-led development paradigm:

Economic / Social
Sector

Policy / Enabling
Initiative

Empirical Data &
Metrics

Developmental
Impact

Startups & Ventures DPIT Startup India

Recognition

Approx. 48% of
recognized startups
(95,316) have at least

one-woman director/
partner (Oct 2025).

Positions women as
primary creators of
commercial enterprise
and innovation.

NEP 2020 &
Supernumerary Seats

Higher Education

Female higher
education enrollment
reached 2.07 crore
(~50% share).

Achieves gender
parity in academic
attainment and STEM
fields.

UPSC Merit
Examinations

Civil Services

Women constituted
34.3% of
recommended
candidates in recent
civil services exams.

Deep structural shift
in bureaucratic and
judicial decision-
making.

Commercial Pilot
Training

Civil Aviation

1,767 female pilots
out of 11,775 (~15%
workforce share).

Triples the global
industry average
(5-6%) in a rigorous
technical domain.

73rd & 74th
Constitutional
Amendments

Grassroots
Governance

46.94% of Panchayati
Raj representatives are
women (~1.3 million
officials).

Redefines leadership
at the grassroots,
prioritizing water,
sanitation, and
education.

5. Civil Services Examination Focus (GS
Paper II, III & Essay)

For candidates preparing for UPSC Civil Services
and State Public Service examinations, this
analysis delivers critical high-yield substance
across governance and economy papers:

Relevance for
(Women’'s
Leadership)

General Studies Paper II
Empowerment &  Grassroots

* From Women’s Welfare to Women-Led
Development: Highlights the philosophical
transition from viewing women as passive
welfare recipients to empowering them as
autonomous leaders who shape public policy

Grassroots Political Representation: The
46.94% female representation in Panchayats
demonstrates that structural affirmative
action successfully alters local development
priorities toward human capital (health,
sanitation, and primary education).

Relevance for General Studies Paper III &
Essay (Inclusive Growth & Female Labour

Force Participation)

Economic Multiplier Effect:

Integrating

women into startups (48%), MSMEs, formal

corporate boards

(17%),
sectors (aviation and civil services)

and hi gh—tech
irectly

accelerates India’s GDP growth toward the
\$30 trillion Viksit Bharat goal.

MAINS EMPOWERMENT PERSPECTIVE:
“Providing educational access, employment opportunities,
entrepreneurial support, and leadership platforms to
women is an essential pathway for empowerment that
drives holistic social, economic, and political progress.
Women are not merely beneficiaries; they are the chief
architects of Viksit Bharat 2047.” —
Women Empowerment Synthesis

Civil Services Mains

TOPIC 4 ECONOMY — THE NEXT
LEAP: FINANCIAL INCLUSION, TAX
REFORMS & CREDIT ACCESS

Pradhan Mantri Jan-Dhan Yojana (PMJDY), New
Income Tax Act 2025, Next-Gen GST Reforms,
RBI Financial Inclusion Index & Priority Sector
Lending (By Dr. S.P. Sharma, Chief Economist,

NDIM NEO Research Centre)
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ECONOMIC VISION: “India’s next phase of
economic strengthening and resilience will depend on
deepening financial inclusion, sustaining tax-system
transparency, and ensuring equitable, affordable credit
access for all segments.” — Dr. S.P. Sharma

1. Executive Summary & Macroeconomic
Context

In the January 2026 Republic edition of Yojana,
the fourth feature titled ‘The Next Leap’ is
authored by Dr. S.P. Sharma, Chief Economist
at the NDIM NEO Research Centre (NNRC).
The treatise presents an empirical evaluation
of India’s financial sector reforms over the past
decade, focusing on financial inclusion, direct
and indirect tax rationalization, and credit
expansion.

Dr. Sharma highlights that India’s Reserve
Bank Financial Inclusion Index (FI-Index)
rose strongly to 67 in 2025, with adult account
ownership approaching 89-90 percent. Flagship
programs like Pradhan Mantri Jan-Dhan Yojana
(PMJDY) have surpassed 57.11 crore accounts
with %2.74 lakh crore in deposits. Concurrently,
structural tax milestones—including Next-
Gen GST reforms (September 2025) and the
enacted Income Tax Act 2025 (effective April
1, 2026)—have modernized tax administration
into a digital-first, faceless regime, establishing
a resilient macroeconomic foundation for Viksit
Bharat.

2. Deepening Financial Inclusion

PMJDY and
Infrastructure

the Expansion of Banking

* Surge in Account Ownership: According to
World Bank Global Findex data, India’s adult
account ownership climbed to approximately
89-90% in 2024 (up from 77-78% in 2021) .

PMJDY Milestones: As of November 2025,
PMJDY accounts exceeded 57.11 crores
with deposits totaling ~32.74 lakh crore,
predominantly held by women and rural
beneficiaries .

RBI Financial Inclusion Index (FI-Index):
Rose from 53.9 in 2021 to 67.0 in 2025,
capturing broad-based gains across access,
usage, and service quality .

Branch  Expansion:  Total scheduled

commercial bank branches expanded steadily
to 1.60 lakh by March 2024, supported by
over 1.2 million village banking outlets and
interoperable UPI infrastructure .

3. Tax Simplification: Next-Gen GST and
Income Tax Act 2025

I. Next-Gen GST Reforms (September 2025)

To insulate the economy against global
headwinds and stimulate domestic demand,
India implemented Next-Gen GST reforms in
September 2025. This streamlined the multi-
slab tax structure into a much simpler two-slab
system (5% and 18%) for most transactions, while
retaining a 40% rate for luxury and sin goods.

II. The New Income Tax Act 2025 (Effective
April 1, 2026)

Replacing the colonial-era 1961 tax law, the
government enacted the Income Tax Act 2025
to establish a modern, digital-first, faceless tax
architecture .

* Structural Compression: Reduced the
number of sections from 819 to 536 and
chapters from 47 to 23 .

Key Features: Language simplification,
introduction of the Tax Year concept, deep
digital integration, Dispute Resolution
Committees (DRC), and explicit provisions
for Virtual Digital Assets (VDAs) .

Tax Relief: Budget 2025-26 rationalized
personal income tax slabs, expanding the new
tax-free NIL threshold to 312 Lakhs to benefit
millions of taxpayers and ease compliance .

4. Credit Expansion and Asset Quality (NPA
Resolution)

Driven by transparent NPA recognition, the
Insolvency and Bankruptcy Code (IBC), Public
Sector Bank (PSB) capitalization, and digital
banking, credit growth has remained robust :

* Credit Growth Rate: The banking sector
registered credit growth of 11.4% in FY2025,
with Q1 FY2026 year-on-year growth standing
at 9.3%, following the record credit expansion
of %22.3 trillion (16.3% YoY) in FY2024 .

Priority Sector Lending (PSL): Reached 359.1
trillion by FY2024 (approx. 45.1% of adjusted
net bank credit), directing capital toward
agriculture, small businesses, and priority
socio-economic segments .
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Capital Adequacy (CRAR): Stood at a
robust 25.8% as of March 2025, ensuring
strong balance sheet buffers across lending
institutions .

5. Analytical Matrix: Financial Inclusion, Tax
Reforms & Credit Access

The table below synthesizes key financial reform
areas, core legislative mechanisms, empirical
metrics, and macroeconomic impacts:

Reform Domain Key Policy
Mechanism / Statute

Empirical Metrics & Macroeconomic
Milestones Impact

Financial Inclusion | PMJDY, UPI, Aadhaar-
linked KYC, Business

PMJDY accounts Adult account
>57.11 crore (deposits | ownership climbed

Correspondents 2.74 lakh cr); FI-Index to 89-90%; deep
at 67 (2025). integration of low-
income households.

Indirect Tax Reforms Next-Gen GST Rationalized multi- Reduced compliance
Reforms (September | slabs into a simplified costs, minimized
2025) two-slab framework tax cascading, and
(5% & 18%). spurred consumption
demand.

Direct Tax Reforms Income Tax Act 2025 | Sections reduced from | Establishes a digital-
(Effective April 1, 819 to 536; chapters first, faceless tax
2026) from 47 to 23; NIL | regime with enhanced
threshold at 12 Lakhs. legal clarity.
Credit Expansion IBC, PSB Bank credit growth at | Cleaned bank balance
Capitalization, Priority | 11.4% (FY2025); CRAR | sheets, lowered NPAs,
Sector Lending capital buffer at 25.8% | and expanded formal
(March 2025). credit flows.

5. Civil Services Examination Focus (GS (CRAR 25.8%) has permanently repaired
Paper III & Economy) India’s twin-balance-sheet problem, restoring
robust credit velocity .

For candidates preparing for UPSC Civil Services
and State Public Service examinations, this
analysis delivers critical high-yield substance
across the Indian economy syllabus:

MAINS ECONOMIC PERSPECTIVE: “An
integrated approach spanning financial inclusion, tax-
system transparency, and equitable credit access is vital
for achieving a durable, broad-based, and socially inclusive
Relevance for General Studies Paper III growth trajectory on our journey toward Viksit Bharat.”
(Indian Economy, Financial Inclusion, Taxation | — Civil Services Mains Economic Synthesis

& Banking)

* JAM Trinity and Financial Inclusion: The TOPIC 5: SUSTAINABILITY — CLIMATE

synergy of Jan-Dhan, Aadhaar, and Mobile FINANCE
(JAM) has eliminated leakages in welfare
delivery, bringing hundreds of millions into
the formal financial fold .

Green Financing, Mitigation vs. Adaptation,
International Climate Funds, Sovereign Green
Bonds, Climate Risk Information System (RB-

Structural Tax Modernization: The enactment CRIS) & Viksit Bharat@2047 (By Dr. Amrendra
of the Income Tax Act 2025 and Next-Gen GST K.umar, 'Assoc1ate ‘Professor, Guru Ghasidas
reforms represent landmark administrative Vishwavidyalaya, Bilaspur)

breakthroughs aimed at boosting the Tax-to- |SUSTAINABILITY  VISION: “Mobilising
GDP ratio, curbing tax evasion, and easing | significant private sector investments that work in tandem
compliance . with developmental initiatives is essential to achieving

Credit Discipli d NPA Resoluti climate goals. Addressing climate change requires financial
redi 1scipline -an ESOMUMON:  § o sources and wise investments in order to lower emissions,

The Iflsolven.cy and Bankruptcy Code (IBC) encourage adaptation to effects that are already being felt,
combined with strong bank capital buffers |4 increase resilience.” — Dr. Amrendra Kumar
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1. Executive Summary & The Climate
Imperative

In the January 2026 Republic edition of Yojana, the
fifth feature titled ‘Climate Finance’ is authored
by Dr. Amrendra Kumar, Associate Professor in
the Department of Commerce at Guru Ghasidas
Vishwavidyalaya, Bilaspur, alongside research
scholar Abhishek Kumar Updadhyay. The
treatise provides an economic and institutional
assessment of climate financing mechanisms
required to navigate global warming, reduce
greenhouse gas emissions, and foster climate
resilience.

Drawing wupon ancient Sanskrit literature
(Subhashit Ratnakar and Ishopanishad) to
emphasize ecological equilibrium, the authors
note that the world lost 28.3 million hectares
of tree cover between 2010 and 2023 (Global
Forest Watch). To meet its updated 2030 NDCs
and net-zero emissions target by 2070 (declared
at COP26), India requires over \$2.5 trillion
in climate mitigation investments by 2030,
alongside \$1 trillion in adaptation financing
between 2015 and 2030.

2. Defining Climate Finance & International
Architecture

Climate finance encompasses local, national, or
transnational financing—drawn from public,
private, and alternative sources—designed
to support mitigation and adaptation actions
addressing climate change. Guided by the
Paris Agreement’s principle of ‘common but
differentiated responsibilities and respective
capabilities’, developed nations are obligated to
assist vulnerable developing economies.

* Major International Climate Funds:

1. Global Environment Facility (GEF):
Operational since 1992 as a financial
mechanism for environmental
conventions.

. Green Climate Fund (GCF): Established
in 2010 at Cancun, now the world’s largest
climate fund, promoting country-owned
transformative action.

. Special Climate Change Fund (SCCF) &
Least Developed Countries Fund (LDCEF):
Established in 2001 under the Kyoto

Protocol/UNFCCC to support adaptation.

. Adaptation Fund (AF): Created in 2001
under the Kyoto Protocol, financing
concrete adaptation projects in vulnerable
developing nations.

. Fund for Responding to Loss and
Damage: Established at COP 28 (2023)
and operationalized by the World Bank to
assist vulnerable developing economies.

3. National Climate Financing Mechanisms &
India’s Strategy

To realize the vision of Viksit Bharat@2047,
India has instituted robust domestic financing
frameworks:

* National Adaptation Fund for Climate
Change (NAFCC): Established in August
2015 to support adaptation costs in vulnerable
States and UTs aligned with State Action
Plans on Climate Change (SAPCC) .

Priority Sector Lending (PSL): Bank loans
up to 335 crore for renewable energy projects
(wind turbines, solar generators, biomass
plants) classified under PSL .

Sovereign Green Bonds: Union government
debt securities issued to finance green
infrastructure (renewable energy, sustainable

agriculture, waste management) .

Climate Risk Information System (RB-
CRIS): Announced by the RBI to close data
gaps, standardise datasets, and assess carbon
emission factors, transition risks, and physical
climate risks .

Sustainable Finance Group (SFG) & NGFS
Membership: Established within the RBI in
May 2021, complemented by RBI’s joining
of the Network for Greening the Financial
System (NGFS) in April 2021 to harmonize
regulatory green finance practices .

4. Analytical Matrix: International Funds &
National Green Mechanisms

The table below synthesizes key global climate
funds, domestic green instruments, and their
systemic economic impacts:
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Fund / Mechanism

Inception /
Framework

Core Focus &
Mandate

Macroeconomic &
Ecological Impact

Green Climate Fund
(GCF)

2010 (COP Cancun)

World's largest climate
fund supporting
developing nation
mitigation/adaptation.

Drives transformative
climate action via
country-owned
partnerships.

Loss and Damage
Fund

2023 (COP 28)

Assisting developing
economies highly
vulnerable to climate
adversity.

Operationalized by the
World Bank to provide
targeted relief.

Sovereign Green
Bonds

Union Budget 2022-23
onward

Financing public
green infrastructure,
renewable energy, and
waste management.

Mobilizes domestic
and international
capital for low-carbon
growth.

RBI Sustainable
Finance Group

May 2021 (Reserve
Bank of India)

Addressing climate-
related financial risks

Promotes
environmentally

and leading green
regulatory policies.

Standardizing datasets
for physical and
transition climate risk
assessments.

sound banking
practices nationwide.

Climate Risk
Information System

Announced by RBI
(RB-CRIS)

Bridges data gaps in
evaluating climate
impacts on financial
stability.

green transitions in developing nations,
aligning economic growth with ecological
preservation.

MAINS SUSTAINABILITY PERSPECTIVE:
“The intersection of regulatory frameworks like NGFS and

5. Civil Services Examination Focus (GS
Paper III & Ethics)

For candidates preparing for UPSC Civil Services
and State Public Service examinations, this
analysis delivers critical high-yield substance

across environment and economy papers: SFG with innovative financial instruments like Sovereign

Relevance for General Studies Paper III Green Bonds and Green Budgets provides a comprehensive

(Environment Conservation, Climate Finance

& Sustainable Development)

* Financing the Low-Carbon Transition:
India’s massive requirement of over \$2.5
trillion by 2030 necessitates innovative
financial instruments—such as Sovereign
Green Bonds, Green Deposits, and Priority
Sector Lending—alongside global climate
funds.

model of sustainability to balance economic prosperity
with environmental resilience on the path to Viksit Bharat
2047.” — Civil Services Mains Environmental Synthesis

TOPIC 6: CONSUMPTION & CON-
SCIENCE — LIFE AND THE VEDIC WAY

Environment (Mission LiFE),
Mitahara, Yajna,  Aparigraha, = Ecomark
Rules 2024, Carbon Credit Trading & Viksit
Bharat@2047 (By Prof. Roli Misra, Department
of Economics, University of Lucknow)

Lifestyle for

Balancing Mitigation and Adaptation:
Climate finance must simultaneously address
carbon emission reduction (mitigation) and
infrastructural resilience against extreme
weather (adaptation).

VEDIC CONSCIENCE VISION: “With LiFE
(Lifestyle for Environment), India made the world aware

Relevance for General Studies Paper IV that the path to climate resilience begins with daily decisions

(Environmental Ethics & Intergenerational

Equity)

¢ CommonButDifferentiated Responsibilities
(CBDR): Emphasizes that historical polluters
bear the ethical obligation to finance

and our patterns of consumption. Its core principles align
closely with India’s ancient Vedic philosophy, exceeding a
mere ecological strategy to reflect a civilisational ideology
shaping India’s journey towards Viksit Bharat@2047.” —
Prof. Roli Misra
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1. Executive Summary & Mission LiFE
Genesis

In the January 2026 Republic edition of
Yojana, the sixth feature titled ‘LIFE and the
Vedic Way’ is authored by Prof. Roli Misra
from the Department of Economics at the
University of Lucknow, alongside research
scholar Seema Yadav. The paper explores the
profound convergence between India’s global
environmental  initiative—Mission = LiFE—
and the ancient wisdom enshrined in Vedic
philosophy.

Launched on August 3,2022, under the visionary
guidance of Prime Minister Narendra Modi,
Mission LiFE has established India as a global
thought leader in sustainable development. The
initiative champions behavioral shifts to align
human aspirations with ecological imperatives.
The authors demonstrate that the core tenets
of LiFE—mindful consumption, resource
conservation, and ecological harmony—mirror
the historic practice of ancient Indian philosophy,
specifically Vedic principles like Mitahara, Yajna,
and Aparigraha.

2. Three Core Focus Areas of Mission LiFE

Mission LiFE seeks to operationalize three
fundamental paradigm shifts in collective
behavior:

1. Phase I (Change in Demand): Nudging
individuals to embrace eco-conscious daily
lifestyles (e.g., adhering to the 4 R’s: Reduce,
Reuse, Recycle, and Refuse)

. Phase II (Change in Supply): Leveraging
consumer demand for sustainable goods
to compel industries and markets to align
supply chains with responsible production.

. Phase III (Change in Policy): Stimulating
macro-level policy frameworks that legally

safeguard
production.

sustainable consumption and

3. Four Vedic Pillars

Consumption

of Responsible

Vedic philosophy provides an ethical code rooted
in responsibility toward the collective good.
Four foundational precepts directly parallel the
spirit of LiFE :

Mitahara (Moderation): Rigveda (1.81) and
Yajurveda (19.30) underscore moderation and
purposeful resource consumption, aligning
with LiFE’s mandate for waste minimization .

Yajna (Sacrifice | Altruistic Contribution):
Rigveda (10.90.16) establishes sacrifice as the
foundation of cosmic order, exemplifying
shared accountability and green practices .

Aparigraha (Non-Hoarding): Yoga Sutra
(2.39) declares that non-possessiveness
emerges from mental serenity, motivating
individuals to curb overconsumption .

Dharma and Satya (Righteousness and
Truth): Rigveda (10.85.1) upholds that truth
and moral living maintain cosmic balance,
ensuring coherence between humanity and
nature .

4. Government Policy Frameworks &
Regulatory Initiatives (2024-2025)

The Government of India has instituted robust
policy instruments to institutionalize sustainable
consumption :

* Union Budget 2024-25: Prioritized climate-

resilient agriculture (109 high-yielding crop
varieties), organic farming, 10,000 bio-input
centers, and rooftop solar installation for 1
crore households under PM Surya Ghar Muft
Bijli Yojana .
Ecomark Rules 2024: Notified by the
Ministry of Environment, Forest and Climate
Change (MoEFCC) on September 24, 2024,
superseding the 1991 scheme to combat
deceptive greenwashing .

Emission Reduction Targets 2025: MoEFCC
notification (October 8, 2025) capping
greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions for 282
industrial wunits, alongside carbon credit
trading provisions .

Unified India Organic Logo: Launched in
June 2024 by FSSAland APEDA tostandardize
organic certification across NPOP and Jaivik
Bharat .

RUCO (Repurpose Used Cooking Oil):
Expanded in July 2025 by FSSAI to collect
used cooking oil from food businesses and
convert it into biodiesel .
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5. Analytical Matrix: Convergence of Mission LiFE and Vedic Wisdom

The table below synthesizes LiFE behavioral focus areas, their corresponding Vedic philosophical

cores, and sustainable implications:

LiFE Behavioral Focus Vedic Principle /

Concept

Sustainable
Implications

Philosophical Core

4 R's (Reduce, Reuse,
Recycle, Refuse)

Aparigraha (Non-
hoarding)

Limits waste
production and
encourage circular
economy.

Promotes simple
living and liberty from
possessiveness.

Prakriti Raksha
(Nature Conservation)

Green Energy Practices

Minimizes carbon
footprint and
advocates clean
energy.

Responsible utilization
of natural resources.

Community-Led
Initiatives

Yajna (Spirit of
Sacrifice) & Rta

Encourages joint
welfare and mutual
interdependence.

Promotes community
participation and
social justice.

Circular Economy &
GOBARdhan

Satya and Dharma
(Righteousness)

Ensures climate-
smart waste-to-wealth
and nature. development.

Fosters harmony
between humankind

8. Civil Services Examination Focus (GS
Paper III & Ethics)

For candidates preparing for UPSC Civil Services
and State Public Service examinations, this

analysis delivers critical high-yield substance
across environment and ethics papers:
Relevance for General Studies Paper III
(Environment, Sustainable Development &
Climate Action)
* Demand-Side
Traditional environmental policies focus

Climate Governance:
exclusively on supply-side industrial
regulations;Mission LiFE uniquely champions
demand-side behavioral modification as a
powerful lever for climate action.

Indigenous Ecological Wisdom:
Demonstrates that traditional practices (such
assacred groves,indigenous water harvesting,
and organic farming) offer highly effective,
context-sensitive models for contemporary
ecological sustainability.

Relevance for General Studies Paper IV
(Environmental  Ethics &  Sustainable
Consumerism)

* Combating Hyper-Consumerism: Identifies
unbridled consumerism as the root driver of
planetary distress, contrasting it with Vedic
ethics of Mitahara (moderation) and Aparigraha
(non-possessiveness) to foster intergenerational

equity.

MAINS ENVIRONMENTAL ETHICS
PERSPECTIVE: “The route towards Viksit Bharat
2047 relies on our approach to incorporate sustainability
into the matrices of daily living. Grounded in Vedic roots,
Mission LiFE proves that responsible consumption is not
only an individual obligation but a national and global
necessity.” — Civil Services Mains Environmental Ethics
Synthesis

TOPIC 7: GIG ECONOMY — THE AD-
VENT OF QUICK COMMERCE

Dark Stores, Open Network for Digital Commerce
(ONDC), UPI Revolution, New Labour Codes
2025 & Retail Market Transformation (By Dr.
O.P. Sharma, Retired Associate Professor of

Commerce, Govt. of Rajasthan)
QUICK COMMERCE VISION: “The emergence

of ‘quick-commerce’ in the retail market of India reshaped
the overall structure of traditional e-commerce practices,
and this new concept has become a hot topic in our country.
Due to robust growth and penetrating competition,

quick commerce firms face so many short- and long-term
challenges and hurdles.” — Dr. O.P. Sharma

1. Executive Summary & The Rise of Quick
Commerce

In the January 2026 Republic edition of Yojana,
the seventh féature titled ‘The Advent of Quick
Commerce’ is authored by Dr. O.P. Sharma,
Retired. Associate Professor of Commerce
from the Department of Higher Education,
Government of Rajasthan, The paper provides an
empirical examination of how quick commerce
g-commerce) is fundamentally transformin
ndia’s traditional e-commerce and
landscape.

retai
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Dr. Sharma highlights that while traditional
e-commerce relies on mega-warehouses in
industrial estates and delivers in 1-4 days,
g-commerce depends on micro-fulfillment
centers known as ‘Dark Stores” situated near
residential neighborhoods, ensuring lightning-
fast delivery within 10 to 30 minutes. India’s
g-commerce revenue is projected to reach
approximately US\$ 5.38 billion in 2025 (with
Gross Merchandise Value touching US\$ 7.47
billion), displaying a robust Compound Annual
Growth Rate (CAGR) of 16.07% between 2025
and 2029.

2. Growth Drivers of Quick Commerce in
India

Accelerated initially by the Covid-19 pandemic,
the rapid expansion of g-commerce is fueled by
several key growth drivers:

1. Smartphone Proliferation & 5G Connectivity:
Affordable devices and high-speed data make
ordering seamless across demographics.

. Favourable Government Digital

Infrastructure:

> ONDC (Open Network for Digital
Commerce): Launched in 2021, ONDC
has processed over 326 million cumulative
orders across 616+ cities by October 2025,
democratizing retail
UPI Revolution: National Payments
Corporation of India (NPCI) reported over
20.7 billion UPI transactions worth 32.73
lakh crore in October 2025 alone .

FDI & National Logistics Policy (NLP):
100% automatic FDI and NLP streamlined
logistics, reducing supply chain costs .
New Labour Codes 2025: Effective
November 21, 2025, providing regulatory
frameworks and support for the millions
of gig workers driving g-commerce .

3. Major Challenges and Industry Friction

Despite exponential growth, quick commerce
players severe operational and
regulatory hurdles :

confront

* Operational Pressures: Maintaining
10-minute delivery promises amid chaotic
trafficc, adverse weather, and rising
decentralization costs .

Pushback from Traditional Retailers: Apex
trade bodies like the All India Consumer
Products Distributors Federation (AICPDF)—
representing 1.25 crore Kirana stores—and
CAIT lodged formal complaints alleging
predatory pricing, deep discounting, and
misuse of FDI funds that threaten traditional
neighborhood shops .

Unit Economics & Low AOV: Platforms
receive a high volume of small-sized orders
(milk, bread, curd) with low average order
values (AOV), squeezing Earnings Per Order
(EPO) and profitability .

Workforce Management: Rapid hiring
expansion (projected 60% increase in gig
workforce hiring in 2025) presents immense
management, welfare, and retention
challenges .

4. Analytical Matrix: Traditional E-Commerce
vs. Quick Commerce

The table below compares traditional
e-commerce and quick commerce across
operational frameworks, delivery speeds, and
market challenges:

Traditional
E-Commerce

Comparison
Dimension

Quick Commerce
(Q-Commerce)

Market & Policy
Impact

Warehousing
Infrastructure

Mega-warehouses
located in industrial
estates.

Enables real-
time inventory
management and
ultra-fast staging.

Micro-fulfillment
centers or 'Dark
Stores' near residential
localities.

Delivery Timeframe

Typically, 1 to 4 days.

Revolutionizes
consumer convenience
and immediate
gratification.

Lightning-fast 10 to 30
minutes.

Primary Product
Range

Apparel, electronics,
large home appliances,
books.

Groceries, fresh
vegetables, medicines,
personal care, and
snacks.

Displaces traditional
grocery retail and
neighborhood Kirana
stores.

Key Challenges &
Friction

Long-distance logistics
costs and supply chain
delays.

Kirana retailer protests
(AICPDF/CAIT),
low average order
value, gig workforce
pressure.

Requires balanced
regulation between
hyper-growth and fair
retail competition.
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8. Civil Services Examination Focus (GS
Paper III & Economy)

For candidates preparing for UPSC Civil Services
and State Public Service examinations, this
analysis delivers critical high-yield substance
across the Indian economy syllabus:

Relevance for General Studies Paper III (Indian
Economy, Retail Sector, Gig Economy & Digital
Infrastructure)

* Rise of Quick Commerce and DPI: The
seamless integration of digital public
infrastructure (ONDC and UPI) has provided
the logistics and payment rails fueling the
explosive growth of g-commerce .

Gig Economy and Labour Welfare: As
India’s gig workforce expands rapidly toward
projected targets of 23.5 million by 2030, the
implementation of the New Labour Codes
2025 is vital for securing worker rights, social
security, and fair wages .

E-Commerce vs. Traditional Retail Conflict:
The protests by apex trader bodies (CAIT
and AICPDF) highlight the socio-economic
friction between hyper-efficient g-commerce
platforms and millions of traditional Kirana
stores, demanding balanced regulatory
oversight .

MAINS GIG ECONOMY PERSPECTIVE:
“The advent of quick-commerce has fundamentally
reshaped India’s retail ecosystem. Navigating this hyper-
competitive era requires forward-looking policies that foster
technological innovation while safeguarding traditional
retail livelihoods and ensuring robust social security for
gig workers.” — Civil Services Mains Economic Synthesis

TOPIC 8: SMART SOLUTIONS — IN-
NOVATION IN GOVERNANCE

Aspirational Districts Programme (ADP),
Aspirational Blocks Programme (ABP), Smart
Cities Mission, Integrated Command and Control
Centres (ICCC), Digital Public Infrastructure,
Al Mission & Governance 2.0 (By Dr. Arvind
C. Ranade, Director, National Innovation
Foundation-India)

GOVERNANCE VISION: “Over the next few
years, opportunities for good governance lie
in moving towards improved performance
benchmarking. Expanding design thinking
and behavioural nudges should be embedded
in this system.” — Dr. Arvind C. Ranade
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1. Executive Summary & The Imperative for
Governance Innovation

In the January 2026 Republic edition of Yojana, the
eighth feature titled ‘Innovation in Governance’
is authored by Dr. Arvind C. Ranade, Director of
the National Innovation Foundation-India (NIF).
The paper provides a comprehensive assessment
of how India’s governance architecture is
evolving through technological transformation,
decentralization, and citizen-centric design to
tulfill constitutional promises of justice, liberty,
equality, and fraternity.

Dr. Ranade emphasizes that India’s
constitutional mandates—such as developing a
scientific temper and striving for excellence—
implicitly demand continuous improvement
in governance. Moving beyond traditional
administrative efficiency, modern governance
innovation requires resilience, responsiveness,
and inclusivity to successfully steer India toward
becoming a developed nation (Viksit Bharat) by
2047.

2. Democratizing Policy Frameworks &
Regional Transformation

India’s governance metamorphosis exemplifies
a decisive shift from centralized planning
toward cooperative federalism and targeted
local development :

* Aspirational Districts Programme (ADP):
Launched in 2018 with NITI Aayog support to
uplift 112 underdeveloped districts using real-
time dashboards and rankings across 49 KPIs,
praised globally (including by Singapore’s
President Tharman Shanmugaratnam) as a
model for community empowerment .

Aspirational Blocks Programme (ABP):
Initiated in January 2023 to extend this
development paradigm to 500 of the most
underdeveloped blocks across 329 districts .

Smart  Cities  Mission  (2015-2025):
Integrated citizen participation, data, and
urban sustainability, deploying Integrated
Command and Control Centres (ICCCs) as
real-time ‘nervous systems’ for traffic, safety,
and waste management across 93 smart cities
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3. Digital Governance Innovation & Digital
Public Infrastructure (DPI)

* MyGov Portal: Launched in 2014, MyGov
enables citizens to contribute policy ideas,
participate in discussions, and co-create
government initiatives .

CPGRAMS & UMANG: CPGRAMS
grievance redressal timelines were tightened
in 2024 to a maximum of 21 days for most
cases, while the UMANG app integrates over
2,300 citizen services into a single unified
mobile platform

Digital Public Infrastructure has become the
backbone of democratic decentralisation:

* Aadhaar & UPI: Aadhaar covers ~1.40 crore
residents, underwriting identity verification
across banking and welfare schemes. UPI
processes over 20 billion real-time transactions

monthly (20.7 billion in October 2025).

DigiLocker & Education Portals: Digil.ocker
serves ~b4 crore users for authentic digital
document storage, while DIKSHA-SWAYAM
provides ‘one nation, one digital platform” for
multi-lingual schooling.

Governance 2.0 Roadmap:  Future
opportunities lie in rigorous performance
benchmarking, Al adoption with measurable
targets (e.g., reducing crop loss or judicial
pendency by 30%), default digital service
delivery with strict deadlines, and embedding

Ayushman Bharat Digital Mission: Created
design thinking and behavioral nudges .

~79.9 crore ABHA health accounts and linked
over 67 crore digital health records.
5. Analytical Matrix: Pillars of Innovation in

4. Inclusive Participation, Feedback Loops &  Governance

Governance 2.0
v The table below synthesizes key governance

innovation domains, institutional mechanisms,
and administrative impacts:

Governance is profoundly enhanced when
citizens transition from passive recipients to
active co-creators :

Administrative &
Social Impact

Institutional &
Technological
Mechanism

Real-time dashboards
and competitive

rankings across 49
KPIs.

Integrated Command
and Control Centres
for real-time traffic
and emergency
monitoring.

Governance Domain Key Innovative

Initiative

District & Block
Development

Accelerated
development and
health outcomes in
backward regions.

Aspirational Districts
& Blocks Programmes
(ADP/ABP)

Enhanced urban
management and
women's safety across
93 smart cities.

Smart Cities Mission &
ICCCs

Urban Governance &
Safety

Digital Public
Infrastructure

JAM Trinity, Aadhaar,
UPI, DigiLocker

Approx. 1.40 crore
Aadhaar IDs; 20+
billion monthly UPI
transactions.

Eliminated
intermediaries and
enabled transparent

direct benefit transfers.

Grievance Redressal &
Feedback

MyGov, CPGRAMS,
UMANG App

Tightened CPGRAMS
redressal timeline to
21 days; unified 2300+
mobile services.

Institutionalized
two-way citizen
engagement and
bureaucratic
accountability.
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6. Civil Services Examination Focus (GS
Paper II & Governance)

For candidates preparing for UPSC Civil Services
and State Public Service examinations, this
analysis delivers critical high-yield substance
across governance and polity papers:

Relevance for General Studies Paper II
(Governance, Transparency, E-Governance &
Accountability)

* Cooperative & Competitive Federalism:

Initiatives like the Aspirational Districts
Programme (ADP) utilize data-driven
rankings to foster healthy administrative
competition between states and districts,
accelerating human development.
From E-Governance to Smart Governance:
Digital Public Infrastructure (Aadhaar,
UPI, Digilocker) operationalizes the ethos
of ‘Minimum Government, Maximum
Governance’ by eliminating leakages and
streamlining citizen entitlements.

Relevance for General Studies Paper 1V (Ethics,
Public Trust & Citizen-Centric Administration)

¢ Institutionalizing Trust: Tightening grievance
redressal norms (CPGRAMS 21-day window)
and empowering citizens as co-creators
via MyGov strengthens the moral contract
between the state and its people.

MAINS GOVERNANCE PERSPECTIVE: “A
democracy’s strength ultimately lies in the trust between
the people and their government. By systematically
encouraging new ways of working, leveraging technology
smartly, and centering policies around citizens, India is
reinforcing the democratic foundations of Viksit Bharat
2047.” — Civil Services Mains Governance Synthesis

TOPIC 9: LEGACY — DR. M.S. SWA-
MINATHAN: ARCHITECT OF ABUN-
DANCE

The Green Revolution, Agricultural Science,
Food Security, Biohappiness, International
Contributions & Centenary Legacy (By Nisith
Shubhankar, Economics Domain Expert, TELUS
Digital)

LEGACY VISION: “Dr. M.S. Swaminathan lifted
India from the brink of famine and made sure his nation
achieved self-sufficiency in food grain production while
simultaneously laying the foundation for everlasting food
security. If agriculture goes wrong, nothing else can go
right.” — Nisith Shubhankar
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1. Executive Summary & Early Life

In the January 2026 Republic edition of Yojana,
the ninth and final feature titled ‘Dr. M.S.
Swaminathan: Architect of Abundance’ is
authored by Nisith Shubhankar, Economics
Domain Expert at TELUS Digital. The paper
honors the birth centenary year (August 7,
1925 — September 28, 2023) of Dr. Mankombu
Sambasivan Swaminathan—the Father of the
Indian Green Revolution, Father of Economic
Ecology, Bharat Ratna awardee, and visionary
geneticist who permanently secured India’s food
sovereignty.

Born in Kumbakonam, Tamil Nadu, young
Swaminathan witnessed the catastrophic 1943
Bengal famine resulting in 3 million deaths,
cementing his lifelong resolve to eliminate
hunger through science. Demonstrating
extraordinary dedication, after qualifying for
the elite Indian Police Service (IPS) via the UPSC
Civil Services examination, he chose instead to
accept a UNESCO genetics fellowship in the
Netherlands and pursue a PhD at Cambridge
University.

2. The Green Revolution & Collaboration
with Norman Borlaug

Returning to a grain-starved India heavily
dependent on foreign food aid (such as American
PL-480 wheat shipments), Dr. Swaminathan
collaborated in the early 1960s with American
agronomist and father of the Green Revolution,
Dr. Norman Borlaug.

* Adapting Semi-Dwarf Wheat: Dr. Borlaug’s
Mexican semi-dwarf wheat varieties were
adapted by Swaminathan to Indian soil and
climatic conditions.

Exponential Yield Surge: Equipped with High
Yield Variety (HYV) seeds (including IR-8 rice
and resilient wheat), chemical fertilizers, and
modern irrigation, Indian wheat production
more than doubled from 10 million tonnes
in 1965 to over 23 million tonnes within a
decade, transforming India from a famine-
threatened nation into a global agricultural
powerhouse.
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Global Contributions & The Concept of

‘Biohappiness’

Dr. Swaminathan’s impact transcended national
boundaries :

International Leadership: Served as Director-
General of the International Rice Research
Institute (IRRI) in the Philippines (1982-1988).

First World Food Prize (1987): Utilized
his prize money to establish the M.S.
Swaminathan Research Foundation (MSSRF).

Mangrove Restoration: Pioneered mangrove
ecosystem restoration across Tamil Nadu and
Odisha, shielding coastal villages during the

devastating 2004 Indian Ocean tsunami.

Biohappiness: Coined the holistic philosophy
of ‘biohappiness’, asserting that true human

fulfillment

occurs

when human well-

being and the natural environment thrive

symbiotically

through

sustainable food

systems and biodiversity protection.

4. Analytical Matrix: Dr. M.S. Swaminathan’s

Legacy & Milestones

The table below synthesizes key milestones,

scientific innovations,

and the national and

global impacts of Dr. M.S. Swaminathan’s life

work:

Milestone / Domain

Context / Platform

Core Scientific &
Policy Contribution

National & Global
Impact

The Green Revolution

1960s India;
collaboration with Dr.
Norman Borlaug.

Adapted Mexican
semi-dwarf wheat and
IR-8 rice HYV seeds to

Indian conditions.

Averted impending
famine; made India
self-sufficient in food
grain production.

World Food Prize
(1987)

First recipient of the
inaugural World Food
Prize.

Founded the M.S.
Swaminathan
Research Foundation
(MSSRF) using prize
funds.

Institutionalized
sustainable
agriculture,

conservation, and
rural empowerment.

IRRI & MSSRF coastal
initiatives.

Mangrove Ecology

Restored mangrove
forests across coastal
Tamil Nadu and
Odisha.

Protected vulnerable
coastal communities
during the 2004 Indian
Ocean tsunami.

Biohappiness
Philosophy

Economic Ecology
& Environmental
Science.

Propounded the
symbiotic co-existence
of human happiness
and ecological health.

Established ethical
guidelines balancing
agricultural
productivity with
environmental
protection.

5.

Civil Services Examination Focus (GS

Paper III & Ethics)
For candidates preparing for UPSC Civil Services

Relevance for General Studies Paper IV
(Ethics, Integrity, Dedication to Public Service

& Scientific Temper)

* Exemplar of Public Service Dedication:
Rejecting a lucrative and secure IPS career in
favor of genetic research and national food
security exemplifies supreme moral integrity,
altruism, and unwavering commitment to
public welfare.

MAINS AGRICULTURAL ETHICS
PERSPECTIVE: “If agriculture goes wrong, nothing
else can go right. Dr. M.S. Swaminathan’s life stands as an
immortal testament to the truth that scientific brilliance,
when wedded to deep social conscience, can banish hunger
and elevate an entire civilization.” — Civil Services Mains
Agricultural Synthesis

and State Public Service examinations, this
analysis delivers critical high-yield substance
across agriculture and ethics papers:

Relevance for General Studies Paper III
(Indian Agriculture, Food Security & Science-

Technology)

* Foundations of India’s Food Sovereignty:
Dr. Swaminathan’s leadership in the Green
Revolution demonstrates ow scientific
research and institutional innovation can
rescue anation from chronic food dependency.

Transitioning to an Evergreen Revolution:
Modern agricultural policy must build
upon Swaminathan’s principles of economic
ecology, ensuring high productivity while

safeguarding soil health, water tables, and
biodiversity.
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